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DIASPORA ISRAEL DAY TRACTATE

Before the 20th century

Rabbi Meir Shapira of Lublin (1887-
1933) - a leading rabbi in Poland during
the pre-Holocaust period. Initiated
the Daf Yomi (“daily page”) project for
the coordinated study throughout the
Jewish world of all 2,711 pages of the
Babylonian Talmud, one page a day,
over a cycle lasting seven and a half
years. The first Daf Yomi cycle began on
Rosh Hashanah 1923 and the project is
currently inits13th cycle. Shapirapassed
away on the 7th of Mar- Cheshvan.

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov (1772-1810)
- also known as Nachman of Uman. The
fourth generation in a Hassidic dynasty
and the founder of the Breslov Hassidic
sect, which is now one of the largest
Hassidic movements in the Jewish world.
Nachman of Breslov emphasized the
importance of prayer, solitude in nature,
and simple, naive faith. His teachings
have been published and studied widely,
including in non-Hassidic circles.

Rabbi Yaakov Amadin (1698-1776)
- one of the most prominent rabbis
of 18th-century Germany. Also known by
the acronym Yavetz. One of the leaders
of the opposition to Sabbateanism and
messianism. He engaged in polemical
debates with the senior rabbis of his
generation.

The 20th-21st Centuries

Abba Kovner (1918-1987) - a Hebrew
writer, poet and educator. Leader of
the partisans in the Vilna Ghetto. Kovner
made Aliyah in 1945 and was active in
the Hanakam underground movement.
After the establishment of Israel, Kovner
served as the cultural officer of the
IDF’s Givati Brigade and was among the
founders of the Diaspora Museum.

Achinoam Nini (1969-) - an Israeli singer
and songwriter who has developed a

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Berachot
- the opening tractate of the Talmud,
beginning with the well-known words
“From what time may one recite the
Shema in the evening?” The tractate
forms part of Seder Zera'im (the “Order
of Seeds,”) and concentrates mainly on
laws concerning blessings and prayers.

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Pesahim
- the third tractate in Seder Moed (the
“Order of Festivals.”) Tractate Pesahim
includes 10 chapters discussing the
detailed laws of Passover.

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ta’anit
- the eighth tractate in Seder Moed.
The tractate discusses the laws of fasts
in general, and in particular the laws
concerning public fasts announced in
response to the “failure of rains” and
drought years. The tractate includes the
famous legends concerning Honi the
Circle-Drawer.

Midrash Sifre - a halakhic Midrash on
the Book of Leviticus, sometimes known
as the Law of the Priests. Some scholars
believe that the Midrash was authored
by the amora Rav, and accordingly the
work is also sometimes referred to as
Sifre de-Rabbi Rav.

successful international career and
is known around the world as Noa.
Nini was born in Israel but spent her
youth in the United States. She has
performed to diverse audiences,
including in the Vatican.

Amos Kenan (1927-2009) - an lIsraeli
writer,columnist, satirist, and playwright.
Kenan fought in the Lechi underground
movement before the establishment
of Israel. As a columnist he was one of

Midrash Tanhuma - collections of
Aggadot discussing the Pentateuch.
Many of the sayings in the Midrash are
attributed to the amora Tanhuma Bar
Abba, who lived in the Land of Israel. The
Midrash is written mainly in Aramaic and
was redacted in its final form in the early
9th century.

Scroll of Antiochus - an aggadic
text retelling the events of Hanukkah
concisely and in story form. There
is a debate concerning the date of
authorship of the scroll and whether
it precedes or postdates the Books
of the Hasmoneans. The scroll was
written in Aramaic and translated
into Hebrew by Rabbi Saadia Gaon.
This is effectively the only Jewish
text describing the Hanukkah story,
after the Books of the Maccabees
were excluded from the Jewish canon
following the Bar Kochva Revolt.

Song of Songs Rabba - an early Midrash
written in the Land of Israel on the Song
of Songs, probably redacted in the sth
or 7th century. The Midrash provides an
interpretation of each verse of the Song
of Songs in order.

the leading opponents of the dominant
Mapai party, while after 1967 he adopted
dovish positions concerning the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Amos 0z (1939-) - an Israeli writer and
thinker, professor of literature at Ben
Gurion University. 0z's books have
been translated into 42 languages and
he has won prestigious literary prizes,
including the Israel Prize, the Goethe
Prize, and the Bialik Prize.



Ayelet Zioni and Gili Liber - members
of Gaya, an Israeli band formed in 1997.
Zioni and Liber wrote the band’s best-
known song, “A Song for Love,” which has
become an unofficial Israeli anthem and
is well-known beyond Israel's borders.

Daniel Boyarin (1946-) - an American-
Jewish philosopher and scholar of
Jewish history and religion. Boyarin
is well known for his critical views
concerning the Israeli state, and has
even been accused by some American-
Jewish circles of being an anti-Zionist.
Boyarin has taught at many institutions,
including Ben Gurion University, the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Bar llan,
Yale, Harvard, and Yeshiva University.

David Ben Gurion (1886-1973) - the
leader of the pre-state Yishuv in the
Land of Israel. Ben Gurion declared the
establishment of the State of Israel and
served as the new nation’s first prime
minister and defense minister. Ben
Gurion favored the “statist” approach,
as for example when he dismantled
the underground movements and
established the IDF just before the
outbreak of the War of Independence.

David Hartman (1931-2013) - a rabbi,
scholar, and theologian from the liberal
and pluralistic wing of Orthodox Judaism.
Born in New York and a student of Rabbi
Soloveitchik. He immigrated to Israel
from Montreal in 1971 and founded the
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.
The institute promotes Jewish studies
for Jews from all streams and from the
Diaspora and Israel.

Debbie Friedman (1951-2011) - an
American-Jewish singer and composer
in the field of Jewish liturgical music.
Friedman's melodies are particularly
associated with the Reform and
Conservative movements in the US, but
they have also influenced liberal and
Modern Orthodox Jewish circles in Israel
and around the world.

George Steiner (1929-) - A French-born
Jewish American literary critic, essayist,

philosopher, novelist, and educator.
Steiner sees Jewish Diaspora life as an
ideal, and considered critical towards
the Zionist movement.

Herzl Hakak (1948-) - an Israeli Iraqi
writer and poet. Chairperson of the
Hebrew Writers Association in Israel.
Herzl's identical twin brother, Balfour
Hakak, is also a writer and poet. Both
brothers have written extensively
about the history and life of the Jewish
communities of Babylon and Irag.

Jonathan Boyarin (1956-) - an
anthropologist whose fields of interest
include Jewish culture, identity, and
community. Together with his brother,
Daniel Boyarin, he has written several
books on these subjects.

Kobi Aflalo (1976-) - Israeli singer and
songwriter. Aflalo has been active in
various musical groups since emerging
on the music scene in 2006.

Leah Goldberg (1911-1970) - one of the
best-known Hebrew poets of modern
times, Goldberg also authored books
for children and adults and worked as
a translator and literary scholar. Born
in Prussia before the First World War,
Goldberg made Aliyah in 1935 and joined
the circle of poets led by Alterman and
Shlonsky. Her children’s books are
popular to this day in Israel and many of
her poems have been set to music over
the years.

Rabbi Mordecai Menahem Kaplan
(1881-1983) - A rabbi, essayist and
Jewish educator and the co-founder
of Reconstructionist Judaism.

Nathan Sharansky (1948-) - a Prisoner
of Aliyah and Refusenik in Soviet Russia.
After comingtolsrael, Sharansky became
a politician and served as a minister. He
serves as the Chairperson of the Jewish
Agency for Israel.

Rachel (1890-1931) - Rachel Bluwstein
was one of the most prominentand best-
known of the modern Hebrew poets.
Born in Imperial Russia, Rachel made
Aliyah in1909. She joined Ha'alamot Farm

(farm of maidens) by the Sea of Galilee,
which became animportantthemein her
poems. While living on Kibbutz Degania
she contracted tuberculosis and died in
isolation in Tel Aviv at the age of 41.

Shai Agnon (1887-1970) - Shmuel
Yosef Agnon was one of the greatest
Hebrew writers of modern times. He was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature
in1966. Shmuel Yosef Czaczkes was born
in Galicia and changed his name on the
basis of his first novel Agunot (“Forsaken
Wives,”) which was published after he
made Aliyah in 1908. Agnon’s works draw
from diverse Jewish sources, including
the Bible, Talmud, and Hassidic stories.

T. Carmi (1925-1994) - the nom de
plume of Carmi Charny, a Hebrew poet,
translator, and editor. Carmi was born
in Brooklyn in a Haredi family; his father
was a rabbi. In 1947 he made Aliyah and
joined the Haganah. Carmi served as a
professor in residence of literature at
HUC in Jerusalem and at Yale, Stanford,
Oxford, and other universities.

Yitzhak Rabin (1922-1995) - a chief-of-
staff, minister of defense, ambassador
and prime minister of Israelin the state’s
17th and 25th governments. Recipient of
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994. Rabin was
assassinated while serving his second
term as prime minister by the Jewish
assailant Yigal Amir, who opposed his
political approach.

Rabbi Yosef Dov Halevy Soloveitchik
(1903-1993) - a rabbi, head of yeshiva,
religious philosopher, and one of the
leaders of Orthodox Jewry in the US,
in Religious Zionist circles, and in the
Mizrachi movement. Soloveitchik, the
great-great-grandson of Rabbi Naftali
Zvi Yehuda Berlin and the grandson
of Rabbi Chaim of Brisk, pursued
advanced academic studies alongside
his Torah education. In later life he
became the spiritual leader of Modern
Orthodoxy in the US.
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